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This is the first report on the Health and Cli-

mate Foundation since its inception in May 

2007.  

The Health and Climate Foundation (HCF) 

was created to bring more attention to pub-

lic health and related climate issues.  With 

climate variability and change comes the risk 

of new and re-emerging epidemic diseases.  

There is the risk that already fragile public 

health care systems will be overwhelmed 

and unable to cope.  Health care costs are a 

burden for everyone, but the problem is par-

ticularly acute in developing and least devel-

oped countries, where more than two-thirds 

ƻŦ ŀ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ ƛƴŎƻƳŜ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǎǇŜƴǘ ƻƴ ŎŀǊƛƴƎ 

for sick relatives.  In poor countries, epi-

demic diseases are a major threat not only to 

ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀƭǎƻ ǳƴŘŜǊƳƛƴŜ ǎƻπ

cial and economic development.   

HCF hopes that by drawing more attention 

to climate-sensitive diseases additional re-

sources, both human and financial, will be 

available to reduce epidemics.  So far our 

efforts have focused on building the neces-

sary links with institutions that are the major 

drivers of the global public health system 

and the climate community.   

We recognize that we cannot deal in gener-

alities, but need to focus on specific prob-

lems.  Thus our approach has been to join 

ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘ IŜŀƭǘƘ hǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ 

infectious diseases program and others to 

tackle meningococcal meningitis in Sub-

Saharan Africa.  These efforts helped to start 

the Meningitis Environmental Risk Informa-

tion Technologies (MERIT) project, which is a 

joint effort of WHO and many other collabo-

rators that were, hitherto, working inde-

pendently on meningitis.  We hope that the 

combined effort will accelerate our under-

standing of the environmental conditions 

that may help spread the disease, and pro-

vide more timely assessments and warnings 

of epidemic risks. 

A major effort for HCF in the coming months 

will be to try to raise funds for MERIT related 

projects with most of our effort on capacity 

building within African communities.  We 

also hope to raise the profile of MERIT to at-

tract major donor support.   

MERIT is a path-finding project that is help-

ing us understand not only new aspects of 

disease, but also how to get different com-

munities to work together effectively.  We 

know that we need to do more than simply 

get health, climate and social scientists to 

attend the same meetings.  We must provide 

opportunities for collaboration and occa-

sions to share expertise and know-how.  

More cross-disciplinary education and train-

ing opportunities are needed for scientists 

and for the people working within communi-

ties delivering health care services.  

To create a stronger institutional base for 

HCF, we recently incorporated as a non-

profit organization in the US.  As a result, the 
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Board agreed to reorganize the Swiss-based organization 

from an association to a non-profit foundation in Switzer-

land to match the structure of the US corporation.   

¢ƘŜ ¦{ ŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ Ƴŀƛƴ ƘŜŀŘπ

quarters.  The Swiss-based enterprise  will become the 

European base for our activities.  We expect to complete 

this transformation by May 2008. 

HCF depends on donations for most of its activities.  We 

have set up two special levels of membershipτthe Presi-

ŘŜƴǘΩǎ /ƛǊŎƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ I/C /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǊŜŎƻƎπ

nize those corporations and individuals that donate 

$50,000 or more; the latter is for those corporations that 

provide $25,000 and individuals who provide $5,000.  All 

members are encouraged to participate actively in the 

work of the foundation.  We also have an annual fund for 

smaller donations and all donors will be recognized in the 

ŦƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ нллу ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΦ   

As climate variability and change is increasingly recog-

nized as a threat to public health, HCF is well-placed to 

play an active role in combating  climate-sensitive dis-

eases. 

David Rogers 

President 
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It is now clear that climate variability and climate change will have a defin-

ing impact on public health in the twenty-first century**.  This is a challenge 

for all of us.  The Health and Climate Foundation grew out of the need for 

an enterprise that could focus on health and climate issues independent of, 

but complementary to, major governmental and intergovernmental institu-

tions.  

In 2006, a few of the founders of HCF developed a project  on health early 

warning systems for Africa.  The concept was presented at, and well-

received by, the UN  Early Warning Conference III organized by the Interna-

tional Strategy for Disaster Reduction.   

The ideas were refined further in a workshop, organized by the World Me-

teorological Organization.  This meeting recognized that institutional part-

nerships between the climate and health communities were needed to sig-

nificantly advance our understanding and ability to cope with climate-

sensitive diseases.  The outcome was the creation of a Health and Climate 

Partnership of the various participating organizations.   

It was soon recognized, however, that institutional partnerships between 

and within intergovernmental, government, academia and the private sec-

tor needed a dedicated and independent organizational effort.  Out of this 

came the idea for an independent, small and flexible organization that could 

help these other institutions work at the interface of climate and public 

health.   

First steps 

Location of the Washington DC headquarters 

of Health and Climate Foundation 

** Climate Change and Health: 

Preparing for Unprecedented 

Challenges. Dr Margaret Chan, 

DirectorςGeneral of the World 

Health Organization. The  2007 

David E. Barmes Global Health 

Lecture. 


